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SF Nooksack Watershed
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“The south fork, which emerges
from a sequestered leafy nook,
looked very tempting. Its
waters are gentle and limpid
until they mingle with the
turbulent main stem, and were
suggestive of the peaceful
current of youth before entering
upon the toils and trials of
manhood.”

E.T. Coleman 1869
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SF Watershed Land Use
• Agriculture

• Dairy
• Crops

• Forestry
• USFS
• State Lands
• Small Forest Landowner
• Large Forest Landowner

• Rural Residential
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Land Use in the SF Watershed
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Land Use in the SF Watershed

USU 2000
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Land Use in the SF Watershed
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SF History ~1880
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SF History ~1880
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SF History ~1882
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SF History ~1883
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SF History ~1885
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SF History ~1895
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SF History ~1900
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SF History ~1910
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SF History ~1925
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SF History 1938

Maudlin: SF Land Use 17WRIA 1 Climate Change Workshop



SF History ~1920
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SF History ~1922
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SF History ~1924
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SF History ~1926
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SF History ~1928
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SF History ~1940
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SF History ~1990
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SF Channel Changes

1930

1920

• Shingle bolt transport
• Channel Straightening
• Wood Removal

• Land Clearing
• Rapid channel widening/ 

migration
• Bank armor- incision
• Wetland draining
• Loss of pool depth
• Loss of riparian shade
• Road drainage

• Flood control
• Bank armor
• Wood removal

• Habitat Restoration
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1933
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1943

Maudlin: SF Land Use 27WRIA 1 Climate Change Workshop



1955
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1966
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1994
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2006
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Shading in the South Fork by Land Use

SF Reaches
(% High Hazard)
Acme- 100%
Skookum- 98%
Cavanaugh- 69%
Larson’s- 82%
RM 20- 48%
RM 30- 14%
Headwaters- 2%
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Shading in the South Fork by Land Use
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Shading on Forestlands
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